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Growth in Asia

As the economies in Asia
arow, so does demand for
consumer products—and
plastics. Half the world's
plastics are made there,
29 percent in China.

Global plastic
production by industry

in millions of tons

Legacy of World War Il

Shortages of natural
materials during the
war led to a search for
synthetic alterna-
tives—and to an expo-
nential surge in plastic
production that
continues today.
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448 million tons produced in 2015

Other
52 million
includes health care and agriculture

" Syears - The average time plastics are
used before they're discarded.

Building and construction
72 million
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Industrial machinery
Imillion
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Transportation
30 million
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Electrical
19 million
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Textiles
&5 million
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Consumer products
46 million

Il 3 years

Packaging
161 million
| Less than six months

The largest market for plastics today is
for packaging materials. That trash now
accounts for nearly half of all plastic waste
generated globally; most of it never gets
recycled or incinerated.



Some 18 billion pounds of plastic
waste flows into the oceans
every year from coastal regions.
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That's the equivalent of

around the world.

MGK STAFF. SOURCE: JEMMA R. JAMBECE, UNMNERSITY OF GEORGA



40 percent of plastic produced is packaging,
used just once and then discarded.
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Shoppers in the United States use %%
almost one per resident per day. N
Shoppers in Denmark use an average 4

of four plastic bags a year.

|GM STAFF, SOURCES: TRAVIS WAGHNER, UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERM MAIMI



Rest of Asia
21%

Half the world’s plastics
are made in Asia.
The lion’s share of that—

Other 2% 29 percent—is made in
China, home to 18 percent
Latin America fth Id’ lati
& of the world's population.
. Distribution
M'd:f"’. Eaat/ of global Europe
L plastic production 19%
7%
NAFTA
countries
18%
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Less
than afifth
of all plasticis
recycled globally.

Plastic recycling rates are highest in Europe at 30 percent.
China’s rate is 25 percent.
The United States recycles just 9 percent of its plastic trash.

MG STAFF. SOURCE: ROLAND GEYER, UMIVERSITY OF CALIFORMIA, SANTA BARBARA
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About 8 percent of the
world’s oil production is
used to make plastic
and power the
manufacturing of it.
That figure is projected to
rise to 20 percent by 2050.

2050:20%

2012: 8%

MG STAFF SOURCE: WORLD ECOMOMIC FORUM



1 bottle

A single 1L bottle could break down
into enough small fragments to put
one on every mile of beach in the
entire world.
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480 billion

More than 480 billion plastic
drinking bottles were sold in 2016
across the world.
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450 years

A single use plastic bottle that
makes its way into the ocean can
take 450 years to break down,
meaning it lives twice as long as a
Bowhead Whale - one of the longest
living creatures on the planet.
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80 bags

80 plastic bags were found in the
stomach of a dead pilot whale in
2018.
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